Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday, 8th September 2011, 6.30pm at the Civic Centre.

Present: Mike Armstrong (in Chair), Honor Cooper, Helen Raper, Susan Pownall, Mark Todd,   Peter Whewell, Barry Jackson, Keith Rogerson, John Tucker, Peter Horrocks

Apologies:  Louise Hetherington, Sue Stokel-Walker, Donald Robinson.

Minutes: Correction to allotment allocation, should have read ‘One allotment per household only ‘. Otherwise, accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising:    The Chairman welcomed Keith Rogerson to his first meeting and introduced him to the group. Moorside and Little Moor Allotments are re-assured that the drainage works promised earlier this year have been prioritised with the in-house department involved, and that work will commence soon with the help of the Freemen’s approved drainage contractor. The Health and Safety booklet is being revised and will be reprinted soon. Likewise, the strategy has been altered and this will be published as soon as possible. The proposed document outlining the composition of the working group and how it functions is being revised and will be issued to group members for comment before being posted on notice boards across the city’s allotments. All gardeners on the Denton Bank site have been allocated plots on the new site. Denton Dene has held an EGM attended by 29 out of the 35 members on site and managed to elect a full committee and officials of six members, well done!

Strategy: The  sub-group met on 31st August at Allendale Road, Site visits to some of our smaller and less well known sites will commence on a one day per week basis, with MA, MT and the area rep visiting as many sites as possible on that day until all have been covered. It is hoped that this will become an annual event so that we can get a first hand view of conditions of all the city’s sites. The group concluded that the objectives of the strategy are being satisfactorily met on an on-going basis.

NABG: The council are to insist that all bee keepers are registered directly with them to ensure that insurance for their hobby is in place through the British Beekeepers Association. Normal site third party insurance is not enough to cover the activities of beekeepers. All site secretaries will be contacted by MT/BJ/PW.  The once every four year survey of the city’s allotment sites will be carried out in January 2012. This is a vital document which will be circulated to all group members for comment before the city’s research department co-ordinate its completion next year. This helps monitor how the strategy objectives are being met as well as identifying demographic trends across all sites. New sites are still under consideration/planning at Great Park, Heaton, City Stadium and Cowgate, with others to follow in due course. 
Budgets: The balance for AWG still stands at £4788.88 If anyone wants a small grant for a project on their site, please make an application to the NAWG (via Mark Todd).   MT will establish if all sites now have PLI in place. More spending has been for derelict plot clearances as the council continue to ensure full use of all available land for allotments. These clearances are expensive, preference is given to those helping themselves, where only a skip or two needs to be provided. Drainage to a number of problem plots in the city is on going, fly tipping has been cleared and boulders erected at St Anthonys, Armstrong have contributed £500 towards the cost of a palisade fence. Little Moor are investigating the cost of replacing their eight locks, five padlocks and 340 keys with the new preferred city locksmiths, so far the estimated cost is £3,000. Alternatives are being explored, but the site will contribute to this cost. So far this year we have spent £33175, with £31825 remaining in the budget
AOB: Three Mile send their thanks for a recent delivery of topsoil. The bee suits have been purchased and delivered, the NAWG budget has paid for these. KR raised the problems of lack of water supplies on the Ouseburn sites generally as well as persistent flooding after heavy rain. The group will endeavour to obtain grant funding for one site per year (MH) until all are supplied. The flooding problems won’t be as easy to rectify, but the Environment Agency will be contacted again to explore possible remedies. Perhaps more holding areas upstream in the Great Park area could be constructed to ease the surges after rain. HR now has the revised strategy in .pdf format and this will be circulated soon to group members.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.10pm

Next Meeting, October 13th, 6.30pm in Room 701
