Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday, 10th March 2011, 6.30pm at the Civic Centre.

Present:

Mike Armstrong (in Chair), Helen Raper,  Susan Pownall, Mark Todd,  Barry Jackson, Peter Whewell, Donald Robinson, Peter Horrocks

Also in Attendance 

 Karen Brown, Nuns Moor Allotments

Apologies:  

Cllr Pauline Allen, Honor Cooper, Sue Stokel-Walker, Louise Hetherington, Stu Gilhespy, John Tucker, Steve Coates, Matty Hall 

Minutes: 

Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising:   

The drainage contractor is about to commence remedial work on the Little Moor, but nothing more has been heard on his work near Moorside, HR to investigate. New sites: Cowgate, meeting held, planning permission awaited, waiting list to be started among prospective tenants. City Stadium ready by 2012; Heaton Manor, off Coach Lane, councillor’s keen, some local resistance, but hopefully redirection of traffic will resolve this hurdle, planning permission being sought. Lemington middle school site, 25 half plots being planned. All green spaces in the city are being investigated for possible sites.  Denton Bank, all top soil from nursery has been removed, mixed with soil conditioner, screened down to 40mm and is being led back on site. 

Standards/Strategy: 

Cultivation and Buildings Standards are incorporated in the finalised version of the strategy, an up to date pdf file will be circulated among NAWG members this week, as well as appearing on the website.

PLI  

The allotments officer will be in touch with all site secretaries soon regarding a planned offer from the city’s insurer to give third party liability cover to all potholders in the city at a blanket cost of £2 - £2 -£2.50 per plot. This may come into play in 2012, but the city’s insurance supplier is among others being asked to tender for all city business in 2012.  Property, tools, buildings and employers liability insurance will still lie with individual associations and need to be insured separately. MT reported on present compliance with PLI requirement. Sites without to be reminded about consequences of failure to comply. 

Bee Group: 

A honey extractor has been obtained for hire by bee-keepers; details will be circulated to all bee keepers soon. There is a nationwide shortage of bee colonies for sale in the UK, prospective buyers are being asked to book now for a colony in 2012.   

Budgets: 

The balance for AWG funds was £4843.45. We have made no grants from this funding for the last two years, sites are asked to submit requests for funding through the allotment officer. PJH requested two notice boards as Little Moor never received any from the original allocation. MT to supply from Jesmond Dene. All sites are reminded that many of the city’s wards have considerable amounts of unspent funds, all it takes is a simple application and a worthwhile case. Spending from the City budget included in the last month;  £1400 fencing at Newbiggin Hall; fencing at St Anthony’s for the community garden and the creation of four plots £2500; Westmacott St, hardcore for road ways and tree work, £600; Thropton Tce, path repairs £400;  plumbing repairs (frost damage) Benwell, £900. Left to spend in budget, £2500 

AOB: 

An ARI Allotment Forum is being organised in Jesmond Dene at Millfield House for North Eastern allotment officers. Members of this group are cordially invited to come along for lunch and explain the work they do as a rep and their involvement with the City allotments, PJH will be acting as minute secretary on the day. Tuesday 10th May. Karen Brown, secretary of the Freemen site at Nuns Moor asked for an explanation of the purposes of this group? (Freemen sites are not under City Council control and are not funded by the Council in any way). Several members defined our remit and objectives, others offered to visit the site to further discuss remaining site problems which Karen explained were now much more under her control than previously. SP Raised the problem of flooding on the Triangle site which was currently making four plot out of 19 unlettable. MT will visit with the hard landscape engineers to discuss a solution, the site is prepared to help once excavations are completed to form a drain or soak away. SP would also like to visit with A N Other the Little Moor site to see the less abled plots constructed there recently. This will be arranged for next week. GAGA have donated four surplus trophies to the City for use in new categories of prize-winners at this year’s city show, Thank you GAGA!  BJ is finally on e-mail, hooray!

 There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.10pm

NEXT MEETING April 14th, Room 701 Civic Centre at 6.30pm


