Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday, 10th February 2011, 6.30pm at the Civic Centre.

Present: Mike Armstrong (in Chair),  Sue Stokel-Walker,  Louise Hetherington,  Susan Pownall, Mark Todd, Steven Coates, Barry Jackson, Peter Whewell, Stu Gilhespy, Matty Hall,                Donald Robinson, John Tucker, Peter Horrocks

Also in Attendance  Shuna Johnson – Woodbine Tce, Tim Townshend & Montse Ferres, N Univ

Apologies:  Helen Raper, Cllr Pauline Allen, Honor Cooper 

Minutes: Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising:    The drainage contractor is about to commence remedial work on the Little Moor, but nothing more has been heard on his work near Moorside, SSW to chase PLI, the proposed scheme to spread the cost is still being discussed within the council. The PLI ‘year’ has started in January, and MT must ensure that the records of who has and hasn’t got this cover are up to date. Any site without a PLI certificate will not be offered a new lease on 1st April 2011 until the cover is in place. The question of where the area reps obtain their cover when on other sites will be investigated as a matter of urgency by SSW. We must also strengthen our efforts to make sure our sites are as safe as possible.  Copies of the new lease will be circulated by e-mail to group members in the coming week for comment NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 28th.

Allotment Survey. Attending tonight were two members of staff from the School of Architecture at he University. A questionnaire was circulated which they would like the group’s assistance in getting completed by as many of the city’s gardeners as possible. The purpose is to raise awareness among city planners and architects of the important place present and future allotments will have in tomorrow’s world. 

Standards/Strategy: Cultivation and Buildings Standards  are finally agreed The two forewords are ready. The document accompanied by the original photographs is now with the printers

New Sites MT informed the group that several small new allotment sites were in course of preparation, these were at: City Stadium, Cowgate, Heaton Manor, Great North Park (slightly larger site), Lemington Middle School. Some of these will be funded from regeneration budgets, some from other funding and some through the development budget set up by the group last year. 

Bee Group.  This now meets regularly at the John Marley Centre. Grants of £2700 for Three Mile, and £3000 for Benwell as start up funds have been obtained from the Sustainable Community fund. Eleven people are now being trained either free or at a reduced cost to supplement the other experienced bee keepers in the city. The city’s bee governance document has been declared the best ever seen by The Guardian’s bee correspondent!

 Budgets: The balance for AWG was £4843.45. There is still £11,500 in the allotments budget.  Detailed breakdown of expenditure year to date was provided to the meeting, along with a wish-list of jobs remaining throughout the city’s sites. A small grant was made to Thropton Terrace to purchase some materials to assist in capture of rainwater.                        

AOB:  The clearance of the new site for Denton Bank Allotments is underway and should take sixteen weeks. The committee there have a firm grip on proceedings. The ground will then be left fallow until autumn to establish if there are any on-going long term weed problems before work starts in earnest to create a new site. The group will grant the site a rent free year in compensation for the upheaval they are undergoing. SP will attempt to make contact with the Chairwoman at Nunsmoor allotments to see if they need assistance at the moment with an internal problem. MH provided details of their composting toilets to a journalist/gardener from a jesmond site which turned into a full page article in the Financial Times! The Evening Chronicle have a ‘Comic Relief’ funding opportunity for local groups to apply to, this lasts until March 4th, so get in quick! The Pyeroy scaffolding company have successfully supplied several sites with slightly sub-standard boards.       A fairly large order has to be placed to obtain the best price. 

Sites are reminded that rents will rise in April in line with inflation. The working group will also examine the possibility of abandoning the current concessions for pensioners and those on benefit. This practice has almost died out throughout the country and is cumbersome to administer for little perceived benefit!

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.25pm

NEXT MEETING March 10th Room 701 Civic Centre at 6.30pm


