Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday, 8th July 2010, 6.30pm at the Civic Centre.
Present: Mike Armstrong (in Chair), Honor Cooper, Helen Raper, Mark Todd, Louise Hetherington, Susan Pownall, Matty Hall, Barry Jackson, John Tucker, Donald Robinson,   Peter Whewell, Peter Horrocks
Apologies:  Sue Stokel-Walker, Stu Gilhespy, Cllr Pauline Allen 

Welcome: MA welcomed the two new area reps, Susan Pownall and Barry Jackson and also our newly co-opted fundraiser, Matty Hall. Their predecessors, J J Brown and Hugh Smith were thanked for their previous efforts.


Minutes: Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising:  Denton bank has had a proposal relating to their site. This is being put to the members shortly at a public meeting. Details at next meeting, Notifications of third party insurances are still coming in, most sites seem to have cover in place. The Ouseburn footpath question will be resolved by HR before the next meeting.

Strategy: This is now complete and is being presented to ward committees across the city this month. Thanks were given to the proof readers who had made some corrections. A McKenna had also made several suggestions as had the scrutiny sub-committee. It was now on the website and doing the rounds of various other groups in the city before being presented to the Executive in September. Praise was being given for its professional nature, thanks to those who contributed so much to it. A press release is planned. 
Show: Schedules are issued, publicity in place, press and radio informed and a co-ordination meeting will be held w/c 26th July to finalise arrangements. Judging for the main allotment competition was finished; the ecologist and Honor would complete the wildlife friendly section ASAP. More tombola prizes are desperately needed, as will be contributions of fresh vegetables to sell on the day.  

Buildings:  Problems are arising on some sites due to unrestrained building activities. Sites are reminded that their leases prohibit buildings beyond a certain size and number. A shed and greenhouse or a polytunnel are all that is officially allowed, BJ will revise the official document outlining these limits which will then be re-issued to all sites. A site visit will be made soon to a group where local residents are particularly incensed by building activity. Committees are reminded that under the terms of their lease there is a requirement for all buildings to be approved by the Allotments officer. Future buildings will be restricted to replacements only and when a tenancy changes hands, the buildings on a plot should be reduced to the maximum allowed. 
Bees: BJ asked what training is being offered to prospective bee keepers in the city. PW stated that their site had already obtained grants to set up new hives, and training was underway. A group was being set up shortly to draw together all interested parties and courses would be established. 
Budgets: The final balance for AWG was £4027.37.and an audited copy was available. Current balance at £4000.79. Mark’s budget this year was £65,000 of which £11,000 has been spent so far. More individual tenancies are being revised and issued so revenue should increase next year. MH has produced a document on grant funding which will be circulated to all group members and discussed at the next meeting before being issued to all sites.  
AOB: The specification for plots on the Great Park has been issued to the developers. A site with 20 plots has been offered, the council have asked for 40 full plots to be made available and the site to be placed in a more sensible central location rather than on the edge of the development. A potential new site at Cowgate is still being evaluated, and a local meeting needs to be arranged to establish both demand and the ability to form a working committee. A member asked for full contact details to be circulated to all group members to reflect recent changes. BJ asked how many uncultivated plots there were in the city, answer, not many, but some site committees were said to feel intimidated by their inability to address problem tenants with any vigour. We need to do more rigorous inspections as a group to support such sites. MT has sourced a free replacement container for Tweed St, well done! Estimates were being obtained for replacement posts at Westmacott Street.  At Percy Terrace, individual plots were being re-measured to provide more plots, internal fencing was required, The group queried the need for this and it was suggested that Scotts be approached for free supply of off cuts to be given to plotholders to do the job themselves. Scotts were contracted to provide the perimeter fence anyway. DR suggested that as Cllr Allen had requested, a site visit was required to inspect neglected plots on Whinneyfield Road. This could be combined possibly with a site visit to Newbiggin Hall before the next group meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.35pm.

NEXT MEETING August 12th  Room 701 Civic Centre at 6.30pm


