Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday, 9th September 2010, 6.30pm at the Civic Centre.
Present: Mike Armstrong (in Chair), Honor Cooper, Helen Raper, Mark Todd, Louise Hetherington,  Matty Hall, Barry Jackson, Donald Robinson, Stu Gilhespy, Peter Whewell, Peter Horrocks
Apologies:  Sue Stokel-Walker,  Cllr Pauline Allen , Susan Pownall,Steve Coates, John Tucker

Minutes: Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising:  Denton Bank, the scheme to relocate the allotments to the former Redesmouth Nursery site and extend the cemetery will be presented to a Council Executive meeting on Sept 14th  for funding approval.  The full scheme will be presented to the AWG at the October meeting.  The Ouseburn footpath will be reinstated at a cost of £10,000, the Group will contribute £1000 to this cost.  Buildings, BJ has almost completed a review on the subject, he has looked at existing structures and plotholders have been very co-operative, a report will be presented to the next group meeting. The ‘OPAL’ project manager will be invited to the next Group meeting to discuss planting hedging on spare/boundary areas of allotment sites in the city. 

Strategy : This will go on the website when ready. The report is with the Head of Policy and Research who has recommended it be reduced to 20 pages with the supporting data as appendices. It will now go to the Executive meeting in October, strong support is still being expressed by policy makers at the Council. HR will circulate the draft action plan based on the strategy to group members before the next meeting. 
Show: The biggest and best yet. More entries and more visitors, It has now become a social occasion for many visitors, who spend considerable time at the event. Very positive coverage on local radio and press, More than full page articles in the Chronicle and Journal. Mark Todd was congratulated for his organisation of the event, several of the unclaimed but date restricted tombola prizes were distributed to members of Council staff who helped to organise and run the event.  Thanks to Louise and Matty who organised/ran the tombola and the Armstrong family who produced for and ran the jam and pickle stall, the NAWG funds were boosted by £1033.45, up 35% on last year’s total. Thanks also to Honor, and Beverley from Moorside who also helped massively towards the success of the event. Thanks also to sponsors whose names will be printed in the next year’s schedule to acknowledge their efforts. A show debriefing meeting will be held at Allendale road in the next four weeks, ie while matters are still fresh in people’s minds.
Budgets: The balance for AWG was £5024.19. There is still £38816 in the allotments budget. Fencing work is required at Premier (£500). HR has been approached by local councillors to see if land at the City Stadium nr Warwick St is suitable for allotments, the land having been created from a domestic landfill site. The group agreed to contribute £400 to undertake initial land contamination studies .If suitable, costs will be produced for the full scheme and funding will need to come from a number of sources. A possibility that SITA may also help from landfill taxes is being investigated. MH informed the group that the Chronicle are starting their annual ‘Wish’ campaign where £50,000 is available for group projects to those who collect the coupons. MT will circulate the application form and details to all secretaries in time for the start of coupon collections in October to January.  MH is also helping the school project at Greenwater Pool to fund a composting toilet. Greenwater Pool along with other Ouseburn sites will be advised on fund raising to help supply water to them.

AOB: PH asked about progress on identifying possible new sites. HR stated that in addition to the City Stadium site, there are now two sites being considered in Cowgate and residents are already being consulted on one of these.  A site of 0.5ha (20 full plots) is being planned on the Great Park. A site at Kingston Park is also being examined and other sites are still being identified. SG raised the question of what was to be done about those sites who seem to be in breach of their site lease conditions by having no Public Liability Insurance. The council officers will consult with the Legal Dept and local councillors before bringing one of these sites to book as a test case for breach of lease. MT reported that several problem plots/tenants at Whinneyfield Road have now been dealt with. A proposed new building on one of the plots on that site was now on hold after strong objections from local residents. We must always be seen to act as good neighbours and MT plus DR will visit the site soon to discuss a course of action. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.55pm.

NEXT MEETING October 8th   Room 701 Civic Centre at 6.30pm


