Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday, 11th November 2010, 6.30pm at the Civic Centre.
Present: Mike Armstrong (in Chair), Helen Raper, Mark Todd, Honor Cooper, Louise Hetherington,  Susan Pownall, Barry Jackson, Peter Whewell, Steve Coates, John Tucker, Donald Robinson, Peter Horrocks
Also in Attendance Ray Scott, Greenwater Pool
Apologies:  Sue Stokel-Walker, Cllr Pauline Allen, Stu Gilhespy
Minutes: Accepted as a true record. 

Matters Arising:  None

Strategy Cultivation Standards were again discussed and finally agreed. We now have a document which can at least be used as a basis for sites to judge the standard of the average garden. Copies will be circulated with next months minutes for all secretaries to PUBLISH ON THEIR SITE NOTICE BOARDS AND CIRCULATE TO ALL GARDENERS so that we all know what is expected of gardeners on the City’s allotments as a minimum standard. The allotment strategy document has been sent to a designer for final mark-up. Before final publication, two forewords will be written, one by the executive member, and one by the group’s chairman.
Buildings Barry Jackson circulated a document detailing the standards which new buildings and structures on allotments will be expected to conform to. Can all group members please comment back to him via his Chairman’s e-mail (address sent separately) on any amendments they would like to see. This will be sent out with the next set of minutes and again, we expect all site secretaries/committees to display this information prominently and make sure it is circulated to all their members as well. These standards will be gradually expected to become the norm, with non-conforming structures gradually removed as plots become vacant, ie before the plots are re-let This means that there must be no selling on of structures which do not conform to the standards of the future!

PL Insurance Discussions on insurance for small sites continue.  These sites without PLI are now at risk of having their leases revoked and the sites closed until proper management by a responsible committee can be established.  

Budgets: The balance for AWG was £4871.98. There is still £25,000 in the allotments budget.         A footpath needs to be re-created at Hexham Avenue, and several other minor works were approved. The bulk of work currently involves tree work.
AOB: There has still been no result from efforts made to contact the drainage expert to receive his report on Town Moor flooding. A recorded delivery letter has now been sent. PW reported that the move of the Denton Bank allotments to the former Redesmouth Rd Allotments site was now fully funded and under way with a joint Council / Allotments committee co-ordinating the move. “The Newcastle Allotments Bee Group (NABG), a subgroup of NAWG, has now met on three occasions and has a produced second draft of its rules, recommendations and advice document governing bee management on allotments, for consultation. NABG’s next task is to facilitate bee keeping training. The group is seeking funding for a venue for future meetings as the priming Bee Strategy money currently paying for their venue in the Civic Centre will end after NABG’s next meeting. It was suggested future meetings might be held at Ouseburn Farm and the cost and suitability would be investigated by NABG”.

NEXT MEETING December 9th    Room 701 Civic Centre at 6.30pm


