Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday, 8th April 2010, 6.30pm at the Civic Centre.
Present: Mike Armstrong (In Chair), Helen Raper, Sue Stokel-Walker, Mark Todd, Steve Coates, John Tucker, Honor Cooper.

Apologies: Louise Hetherington, Peter Horrocks, Stuart Gilhespy, J J Brown 

Minutes: Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising: Regarding flooding of Town Moor land, HR was able to confirm that the order is now in progress. Ascertaining current number of beehives; HC had prepared a very simple questionnaire which MT sent to all allotments. To date only 3 from all of our sites has acknowledged having beehives, so it was decided to repeat the procedure.

Allotment Strategy Update: Three specific areas had been highlighted for discussion: Should non residents of Newcastle be offered allotments? Should allotment gardeners ever be allowed to cultivate more than one 250sq.yard plot? Should all new gardeners to a site be only offered a half plot or smaller, and also, (if and when) could they be allowed to increase their holding to a full plot? All of the above created a lively discussion. In the first instance: it was unanimously agreed that in the current climate of long waiting lists, and remembering that salaries and expenses are paid by Newcastle council - there was no choice other than to limit Newcastle allotments to Newcastle residents. Also, anyone currently on a waiting list, and living outside of the boundary would be removed from the list. However, those non-residents already gardening would be allowed to continue on their present plot. Regarding 'One person, One plot'. Allotments have not always been popular, rather than watch them become waste ground, some gardeners preferred to pay extra rent, and do more work. Subsequently multi-plot ownership exists. However, pressure of waiting lists etc. It was hoped that a combination of committees doing careful inspections, checking that the land is actually being cultivated and eventually, natural wastage, would solve the problem. Finally, re. the policy of allowing only one half plot to newcomers with a possible increase to a full plot. HR will send out a draft wording for all the above policies to members for further consideration.  
Allotment Forum: PLEASE CHANGE THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY to JUNE 10TH. This means there will be a normal meeting on the 13th May.

Denton Bank: MA received a letter on 29th March 2010 from Councillor Shipley. The officers are assessing the issues concerned, and the process should be completed within 4 weeks.

Allotment Show: There's a small hold-up with the schedule, however apart from the children’s classes it is very similar to 2009. Staging will be 4th and show on 5th September.

Budgets: We anticipate there will be approximately £9,000 which we have been allowed to carry over into next year's allotment budget. To minimise phone call requests, a printed 'work request' form is being sent out to all site secretaries where they can itemise their wish list.

The current balance for AWG stands at £3,923.85p The annual accounts are almost done. LH waiting for the April bank statement.

AOB
There were 2 requests for repairs: Richmond Terrace would like to replace an original gate with one offering better security. Blucher is still waiting for a fence to be put up between the site and a private house on the perimeter. Home Housing, originally agreeing to erect the fence, found asbestos and didn't start the work. MT will investigate. Re. Public Liability, which ALL sites should have. The council will trawl through the lists, to check. In Axwell Park View, Scotswood, a former waterworks site is being made into allotments. AWG is considering inviting a representative to join us (on a non-voting basis) as it could be of mutual benefit. Matty Hall is leaving West Denton. His huge experience of obtaining grant money, and general expertise would be a great asset to AWG. We would like to co-opt him on to the committee.  Mark has a meeting at Etal lane on the 20th.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8pm.

NEXT MEETING THURSDAY 13th MAY at 6.30pm  in Room 701 

