Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday 13th January 2010. 6.30pm Civic Centre
Present
 Mike Armstrong (In Chair),  Sue Stokel-Walker, Helen Raper, Honor Cooper,  Louise Hetherington, Mark Todd, Donald Robinson, Steven Coates, Peter Whewell, John Tucker, Peter Horrocks 
Apologies 
John J Brown,  Stu Gilhespy , Cllr Pauline Allen
Minutes 
Accepted as a true record 
Matters Arising  
It has been established that the members at Dinnington are content with control of their allotments being handed back to the parish council. A letter outlining the benefits to the allotment site of remaining under the City’s control will be sent to the parish council.
Research Project 
The proposed survey is now back with Lisa for some final adjustments to be made, it will be e-mailed to the group for approval before the next meeting. The survey to be carried out in late February/early March. Results to be incorporated into strategy.
Meeting with Cllr Allen

Three members of the group met with Cllr Allen, David Slater (Executive Director of Environment and Regeneration) and Anthony McKenna (Head of Leisure Services), for an informal discussion on the City’s allotments, where we are and where are we going. The group’s representatives felt that this had been a useful exercise, and all sides were now heading towards common objectives. Anthony McKenna is currently organising a task force to tabulate vacant land which may be suitable for allotments. After this of course, comes the question of how to pay for the actual creation of allotments on that land, but at least we will know if the land is available. Even land for short term use will be considered. Greater credence is now placed on the current estimate of those waiting for allotments following the recent survey.
Allotments Strategy
Helen Raper told the meeting that a structure for the strategy is nearing completion. Peter Whewell has done vast amounts of work and this is being incorporated into the document and a draft will be ready for discussion at the next group meeting.  MA is co-ordinating some case studies for inclusion in the strategy, Louise Hetherington is to provide a short piece on the reclamation of the Benwell site from dereliction. .  
Budgets
The balance on the NAWG account was £4313.78, Allotment budget funds stand at around £18428 still uncommitted. SSW will investigate whether any unspent funds at financial year end can be transferred into a ‘Development Fund’ to carry out future work on creating allotment sites from vacant land.
Tombola prizes for the show have already been bought at a discount of 75% to shop prices, well done Louise. If anyone reading this out there has anything suitable for tombola prizes, please contact any group member to arrange collection or give them to your area rep.

AOB
The form which allows sites to claim a 15% discount for those on benefit or pensioners is to be revised by MA to try and clarify the rules on this practice.

Flooding on Town Moor land is to investigated by the Freeman’s expert, Mr Walton, SSW will organise this ASAP while conditions remain as bad as they are currently. IF you have flooding, let Mark know as soon as possible. 
Denton Bank has had one inconclusive meeting to discuss their possible relocation with council officials so far and another is to be arranged soon. 
Helen Raper asked for support at Walker Road Permanent site. The committee need help in removing a problem tenant, MA will organise this.  A skip for rubbish removal collected in plot reclamation work was approved for Whinneyfield Road. 

Site Committees are requested to stop phoning Pest Control direct to order supplies of rat poison. The Pest Control staff has been asked to stop supplying direct. The correct procedure is to ring Mark Todd to arrange this on your behalf. He will also ensure that you get a full bag or bucket of poison, not half measures.
 Their being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.00pm
Next Meeting - Thursday February 11th at 6.30pm in room 701.

Website www.newcastleallotments.co.uk
