Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday 11th February  2010. 6.30pm Civic Centre
Present 
 Mike Armstrong (In Chair),  Helen Raper, Honor Cooper,  Louise Hetherington, Mark Todd, Donald Robinson, Stu Gilhespy, Peter Whewell,  Hugh Smith, Peter Horrocks 
Apologies      John J Brown
Minutes   Accepted as a true record 
Matters Arising  
A team is being set up to look at flooding issues on allotments across the city. Following a site visit to Walker Road the committee has been advised that an official notice to quit should be issued to the problematic and illegal sub-tenant. The proposed allotment site at Great Park appeared to have been resurrected with a design brief for 1ha now being with the council for consideration.
Research Project 
The proposed survey document has had some final adjustments made, and will be carried out 15th to 17th February.
Allotments Strategy
HR stated that whilst waiting list data was still incomplete, the current figures equated to a further 20 hectares of land being needed to satisfy demand. A land search is underway but realistically new sites will be created one at a time with the effect on waiting lists monitored throughout. The question of multiple plots being let to the same person was discussed. There was no question of those with multiple plots, many of whom had taken on the land when demand for allotments was sluggish, being stripped of their tenancies, but should the standard of cultivation not be acceptable, they would not be allowed to continue on several plots. It is the unofficial policy of the working group that no full plots should now be let to new tenants, everyone should be given a half plot or less if they wanted less. Progression to a full plot would follow if land became available. 
Allotment Show - Date 5th September 2010
Leisure Services no longer have access to the free services of a graphic designer, and the show schedule needed revision and updating prior to issue. This would cost money. It was suggested that the revision should be carried out by a competent city gardener with access to the relevant software. The weight and quality of paper should be reduced to save on cost and the group would like permission to use a printer not on the city’s approved list of printers if necessary.  The show sub-committee (LH,HC,DR,SG,MA,MT) will meet in the next fortnight to examine the document and propose changes. 
Suggestions are sought from any source for ideas for children’s classes, three age groups, under 7, 7 to 10 and 11 to 14, please e-mail suggestions to Helen at helen.raper@newcastle.gov.uk by the end of February.
Budgets
We still have £15900 left to spend, some £10,000 of this will be hopefully carried forward to next year as an allotment development fund for the provision of new plots. If any site has urgent work requests left, please ring Mark Todd and let him know.  AWG funds stand at £4213. LH will purchase a copy of the NE grant finder’s manual for the group. 
AOB
The form which allows sites to claim a 15% discount for those on benefit or pensioners has been revised. Any comments please from group members to HR before it goes to the Accounts Department for issuing with the rent demands. SG stated that Heaton Flying club would allow access to their land to check out contamination levels from previous industrial use. He also presented a request from three sites in Jesmond Vale for improvements to a badly pot-holed public bridleway used by the public and allotment holders. MT will approach Highways Dept and the local ward committee to see if this can be put right ASAP.  There are alleged to be several vacant derelict plots at Heaton Independent Flying Club’s site, they are to be asked to get a more responsive committee together and the issue of the vacant land will be investigated next week (MT/HR/SG), a skip will be provided if necessary.

PW has held detailed discussions with a very aggrieved Don Wright of Denton Bank allotments. This site may well lose land to the Crematorium in the coming years. Despite written promises for action dating back to at least 1998 from several senior council personnel, including one in 1999 from the leader of the council, nothing has transpired to ease the situation. MA stated that the lack of positive response was disgusting, members agreed with his opinion and he will write yet again to the Leader of the Council asking for an explanation. If a satisfactory response is not forthcoming, an official complaint will be made, followed by an appeal to the Local Government Ombudsman on the grounds of malpractice. The site is also suffering from severe vandalism, police are aware, CCTV would be an answer, but with the site’s uncertain future, funding may well be a problem. It was suggested that the police could use one of their ‘mobile’ CCTV cameras in the short term. Tweed Street have a problem with a disintegrating metal container. They are strongly advised to seek replacement funding from their local ward committee, especially as they have a community group on their site.
HR told the group that another ‘EAT’ festival was about to happen and we were invited to set up a stall at the event in the forecourt of the Civic Centre. We would be kept informed on this. The secretary of Armstrong Allotments contacted MT as the association wish to raise their rent to £58 per year, a member of the association believed that plot rent should not be in excess of £50, the limit stated in the lease. There was some confusion over whether this limit should or should not include the water charges. It will be clarified at the next meeting. 
HS has a problem with shrubbery outside the allotment at Highbury North encroaching through and over the fenceline. He asked for a more sympathetic pruning which took place last time the job was done. 

HC has attended a meeting of the Town Moor Committee, she reported that a dialogue had been started between the Freemen and the City over flooding on Town Moor land. 

Thanks to Louise for the cakes provided at this meeting. 

Their being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.25pm
Next Meeting - Thursday  March 11th at 6.30pm in room 701.

Website www.newcastleallotments.co.uk
