Minutes of Allotments Working Group Meeting
Thursday, 13th May  2010, 6.30pm at the Civic Centre.
Present: Honor Cooper (In Chair), Helen Raper, Mark Todd, Louise Hetherington,     John Tucker, Donald Robinson, Hugh Smith, Stu Gilhespy, Peter Whewell, 

Apologies: J J Brown, Sue Stokel-Walker, Mike Armstrong, Steve Coates, Pauline Allen 

Minutes: Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising:  A slow response to requests for info on bee keeping on our sites, all reps are asked to ring each of their sites and ask the question again, how many beekeepers are there? Funding is currently available to help bee keepers start up or expand their operations through the City Council! All sites are to be asked to produce a copy of their current 3rd party insurance certificate to prove that cover is in place. This cover is a necessary part of the lease agreement each site has with the council and it’s necessity has been recently demonstrated by an unfortunate accident concerning a AWG rep who lost part of a finger in an accident on a  site which turned out not to have the required insurance. A proposal is finally being put to the plotholders at Denton Bank; details were not made available to the group as yet.

Allotment Strategy Update: This is now almost complete; it will be formatted and completed before being sent to all group members and others for any last minute changes by 21st May. Two weeks have been allowed for changes to be discussed and agreed, the final document will be presented to the city’s executive after that time. 
Allotment Forum: PLEASE CHANGE THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY to JUNE 10TH 6.30pm for voting. Allotments forum 7pm (all plotholders welcome). Several members of the group are up for re-election. Eligible sites can send two reps to vote at the first part of the forum. This will be followed by Lisa Grabham who did the recent research on demand for allotments talking about the public perception of allotments in the city.  This will be followed up with a brief description of the allotments strategy‘s objectives and key proposals, All sites are invited to the Forum, please try and come along for this event. The possibility of introducing a more realistic rent structure will also be a topic to be raised at the Forum, as this will include possible rent increases, you should all make an effort to turn up to discuss this matter
Allotment Competition. A discussion on the competition decided that no changes were necessary. It was decided to approach a local gardener who has acted as a steward at many of our shows to accompany Mark on the judging days. Honor Cooper and Derek Hylton-Brown, the city’s ecologist, will jointly judge the entries in the most wildlife friendly competition section. Judging will take place in the first week in July.

Budgets: The current balance for AWG stands at £4024.10p the annual accounts are almost done. LH is still waiting for the April bank statement and end of year interest statement. City allotment budget not yet finalised.

AOB The members of the group present proposed that Mike Armstrong and Louise  Hetherington be co-opted to serve as Chairman and Treasurer for the year ahead. It was also agreed to invite Matty Hall from West Denton Allotments if he would be co-opted as group fundraising expert. MT will approach Matty to ask for his co-operation in the groups affairs.
All reps present reported increased demand for plots. HS asked that two plots recently reclaimed could have some more work done to loosen up the top soil after years of compaction. Agreed. MT reported that the fence at Blucher will be repaired by Home Housing. Scotts will carry out fencing repairs at Dene Terrace /Richmond Terrace /Blucher and Percy Terrace. All of the city’s individual plots will receive a revised tenancy next month to bring them in line with the large sites. SG asked if the question of who maintains the footpath by the allotments along the Ouseburn had been resolved. It will be checked by HR. PW told us that a child protection policy was being finalised at Moorside; this is a requirement these days for anyone trying to raise funds for their site. A sample template document will be sent to all secretaries. He also mentioned that in discussions with the Town Moor Superintendent, it had been said that the Freemen wanted the drainage sorted out on all of the moors. PH asked if there was any word yet when investigations would commence on Little Moor, HR will find out. Internal problems on Etal Lane and St Gabriels appeared to have been resolved with the group’s help.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8pm.
NEXT MEETING

FORUM
Civic Centre  June 10th in the Leazes Room 7pm
